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The Right Rev“ Father in God 


ILB E RT. 
Lord Biſhop of SARUM. 


My Lord, 
7 E following Diſcourſe, which was at firſt deſigned 
for no other uſe, than that of rhe Pulpit, i now, un. 
; the Pratect ion of your Lordſpip S Name, offer d to publick 
jew, d 4 Juſt Fare ro the Merits and Memory of his 
te Majeſty King William. He by his ſeaſonable Arrival 
on that Happy Day, which God had before diſtinguiſhed ' 
mm all others in the Engliſh Calendar, by a wonderful De- 
= from the Helliſh Deſigus of * Romiſh Church, 
d zgain reſcue the Kingdom from the Violent Attempts 
that Bloody Communion. As therefore the peaceable and 
iet Poſſeſſion of our Religion and Liberties is owing 
under God) to the Succeſs of his late Majeſty s conſtant 
xdeavours to promote the Welfare and Happineſs of Eng- 
nd; ſo the continuance of theſe invaluable Bleſſings, wil 
ate bis Memory Sacred to all that love their Religion or 
unt. 
Nene But thoſe whoſe Hearts are ſet upon the Church of 
ome or the Court of St. Germains, ca» once entertain 
v mach as an unworthy Thought of bis late Majeſty, who re- 
red our Imvaded Rights, and preſerved the Kingdom from 
bat Ruin and Deſtruction which had almoſt over-taken it. 
[t is mot to be wonder d at, that ſuch ſhould endeavour to 
A 2 blackes. - 


— 


Hacten his Memory by all the Arts and Devices that E 
or Malice can ſuggeſt ; but that there ſhould be any an 
that number, who profeſs to be true Sons of their H 
Mother the Church .of England, as it ſtands by |, 
eftabliſh'd, or Loyal Subjects to Her Majeſty Qu 
ANNE, #s a Riddle not to be eaſily unfolded. The 4 
thor fincerely wiſhes that there were no ſuch ungrateful f. 
ſons amongſt us, and that their numbers may be'leſs, ent 
wours in the following Diſcourſe, by repreſenting the ſn 
rance and Cruelty of the Romiſh Church, to put Ma; 
mind of the great things which his late Majeſty hath 4 
for us; and how much therefore is owing to his Memm 
which (notwithſtanding, all the Endeavours of ſpiteful 
to obſcure it) will be valuable to every one that loves 
Religion, or underſtands the true Intereſt of his County 
of ſuch that we may never want great Numbers, as alſoth 
the Church may never be deſtitute of Biſhops and P aſtor:i 
your Lordſhip's excellent Temper, will always be the fern 
Prayer of age 


My LORD, Ar 


Stone, Nov. 20. 
1704. 
Your Lordſhip's 
Moſt Humble 
AND 


Obedient Servant, 


B. Gatto, 
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Jonun, c. xvi. v. 2, 3. 


They ſhall put you out of the Synagogues : 
yea, the time cometh, that whoſoever 
killeth you, will think that he doth God 
ſervice. | 

And theſe things will they do unto you, be- 
cauſe they have not known the Father, 
nor me. 


| S God has remarkably diſtinguiſh'd this Day 
from all others in the ug Calendar by a 


two-fold Deliverance of this Church and Na- f 

tion from the reſtleſs and bloody Deſigns of the | | 

Enemies of both; I mean, The Diſcovery of the Power | 

Plot in the time of King James I, and that more late De- 

feat of their Deſigns by The Seaſonable Arrival of their 

Hol late Majeſties of ever Bleſſed Memory; lo! WN 5 
| B Words 
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Chap. 15. 
ver. 17. 


ver. 18, 
Ver. 20. 


— — 


Words more proper to raiſe a juſt Horror of the bloody 
Practices, and to excite to a due Thankfulneſs for our 
Repeated Deliverance from the Cruel Deſigns of the 
Romiſh Church, than theſe of our Bleſſed Lord, where. 
in we have ſo lively a View of the Bloody Principles 
and Practices of that Mercileſs Communion. They ſhal 
put you out of the Synagogues : yea, the time cometh, that 
whoſoever killeth you will think that he doth God ſervice, 
And theſe things will they do unto you, becauſe they have 
»ot known the Father, nor me. 

The Words I have read are part of our Saviour's laſt 
Sermon to his Diſciples; wherein he endeavours to allay 
their Sorrow for his approaching Departure, by aſſu. 
ring them, that tho he were about to go unto his Fs. 
ther, he would not leave them deſtitute and forlorn, 
but would ſend them another Guide and Comforter to 


lead them into the way of all Truth. 


In this Diſcourſe alſo he Arms them againſt all the 
Hardſhips and Difficulties they were to encounter, by 
plainly and faithfully forewarning them of the Dangers 
they would be expoſed unto for adhering to him and 
his Doctrine. This Argument our Saviour purſues in 
the latter part of the foregoing Chapter ; for having 
laid his Commands upon them that they ſhould love on: 
another, he proceeds to ſhew them the Neceſſity of obey- 
ing this Precept by lettingof them know that they muſt 
expect to be hated and perſecuted by others. But then 
to encourage them under the Difficulties they were to 
ſuſtain for his ſake, he acquaints them that herein they 
had him for their Captain and Example in Suffering ; 
If the World (fays he) hate you, ye know that it hated 
me before it hated you; and again, The ſervant is not grea- 
ter than the Lord; if they have perſecuted me, they will 
alſo perſecute you. He further animates them by afariog 
them, that the Caufe they were to ſuffer in was good 3 

at 
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that it would be for his ſake they were to undergo ſuch 
ſevcre things; But all theſe things will they do unto you ver. 21. 
for my Names ſake ; and therefore promiſes them that 
he would take care of them, and ſend them another 
Comforter to direct, aſſiſt and enable them to undergo 
all the Difficulties they were to encounter with : But 
when the Comforter is come, whom I will ſend unto you from 
the Father, even the Spirit of Truth, which proceedeth 
from the Father, he ſhall teſtifie of me. And you alſo (by 
his Aſliſtance) ſhall bear witneſs, becauſe ye have been 
with me from the beginning. Theſe were very conſider- 
able Encouragements ; for ſuch a Captain, ſuch a Cauſe 
and ſuch a mighty Aſſiſtance are ſufficient to animate a 
very ſeeble Mind to endure very great Hardſhips. 

In the beginning of this Chapter our Lord reſumes 
the Deſign of the latter part of the foregoing Chapter, 
which was to forewarn his Diſciples of their approach- 
ing Sufferings ; where having acquainted them wich the 
Deſign of his thus forewarning them, which was that 


| they might not be offended : he proceeds to ſpeciſie the ver. r. 


various kinds of Hardſhips they were to ſuſtain upon 
his account, wiz, They ſhall put you out of the Synagogues, 
yea the time cometh, that whoſoever killeth you will think 
that he doth God ſervice. And theſe things will they do 
unto you, becauſe they have not known the Father, nor me. 
In diſcourſing upon them I ſhall do two things; 


I. Confider the ſeveral things contained in the 
Words, as alſo how exact a Tranſcript of them the 
Practices of the Romiſh Church have in theſe latter 
Ages of the World been. 


II. I ſhall draw ſome ſuitable Inferences from the 
whole. 
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I. I ſhall conſider the ſeveral things contained in the 
Words, as alſo how exact a Tranſcript of them the Pra. 
ctices of the Romiſh Church in theſe laſt Ages of the 
World have been: for tho it is confeſs'd, that theſe 
Words do chiefly reſpect thoſe Hardſhips which his 
Diſciples were to undergo upon his account, immediate, 
ly after his Departure, and therefore are a Prediction 
concerning the Jews and their Cruelty to the Followers 
of the Bleſſed Jeſus; yet are they alſo a General 
Prophecy both of the Hardſhips his Servants were to 
{ſuffer antiently from the Heathens, as alſo of the bloo. 
dy Practices of the Romzſþ Church, who has exactly 
fulfilled this Prediction of our Saviour in all the Inſtan. 
ces mentioned in the Words, which may be reduced 
to theſe three Heads. 


1. The variety of Troubles his Diſciples were to be 


exerciſed with: They ſhall caſt you out of their Syna- 
gogues, &c. 

2. The Zeal and Fury wherewith they would be per- 
ſecuted : Tea, the time cometh, that whoſoever killeth 
you, will think that he doth God Service. 

3- The Reaſon of this Cruelty and Zeal in their 
Enemies againſt the Followers of our Dear Redeemer: 
And theſe things will they do unto you, becauſe they have 
not known the Father, nor me. 

1. In theſe Words our Saviour foretels the variety 
of Troubles his Diſciples would be exerciſed with for 
his Nameſake ; and that theſe would particularly ex- 
tend to them in a Religious, as well as Civil Ca- 
pacity. | 

In their Religious Capacity, our Lord foretels, that 
they ſhould be excommunicated or denied the Privi- 
leges of Eccleſiaſtical Communion, that they ſhould be 
dealt with as Heathen and Prophane Perſons ; for this 

is 
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is the Import of that Expreſſion in the Text, And they 
ſhall put you out of the Synagogues: For the better under- 
ſtanding of which Words, we ought to conſider the 
ſeveral Degrees of Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures in Practice 
among the Jews. 

The firſt and loweſt Degree they called Niddai, 
which ſignifies a Separation. This was the foweſt De- 
gree of Excommunication among them, whereby Per- 
ſons were for a time debarred the Benefit of Eccleſi- 
aſtical Communion, and denied the Liberty of the 
Synagogue Worſhip. Of this our Saviour undoubted- 
ly ſpeaks in this Expreſſion of my Text, 'Amawaywyss, 
mii u U,, which we Tranſlate, and they ſhall put 
you out of the Synagogue : This he alſo expreſſes in ano- 


ther place, by the Term apogiGu : Bleſſed are ye when Luke 5. 


Men ſball hate you, and when they ſhall ſeparate you: It is 
in the Original, 2pogowny vugs, This Degree of Ex- 
communication was only for a time, until the Of- 
fender were reclaimed, but yet was eſteemed both a 
Diſgrace and Diſadvantage; becauſe thoſe who were 
under it, were to be debarred from both Ecclefiaſtical 
Communion and Civil Society, until the Sentence up- 
on their Repentance was remitted, 

Another -and higher Degree of Excommunication 
was called by them Cherem. This was a ſeverer De- 
gree of Eccleſiaſtical Cenſure than the former; the 
Infliction whereof was attended (as ſome Learned Men 
think, and the Signification of the Word doth import) 
with ſome Solemn Imprecations againſt the Offender, 
in caſe of Impenitency, and did farther extend to the 
Confiſcation of the Offender's Goods, which were to be 
devoted, and for which there was no Redemption to 
be allowed, as appears from the Account given in the 


Book of Ezra: And they made Proclamation throughout ©: * | 
Judah and Jeruſalem, unto all the Children of the Capti. © ® © 


Vity, 
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ver. 29. 
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vity, that they ſhould gather themſelves together unto Je. 
ruſalem; and that whoſoever would not come within three 
Days, according to the Counſel of the Princes and Elders, 
all his Subſtance ſhould be devoted, and himſelf ſeparated 
from the Congregation of thoſe that had been carried away, 
From this Text it appears, that the Offender was not 
only to be debarred the Benefit of Civil and Religi- 
ous Fellowthip, but that his Goods were to be confiſ- 


cated for the Service of Religion: but yet, as Learned 


Men aſſert, this, tho' ſeverer than the former, was on- 
ly temporary , and did upon the Repentance of the 
Criminal, admit of a Repeal of the Sentence, as far as 
it concerned Religious Fellowſhip, or Civil Society. 

The higheſt Degree of Ex communication among 
the Jews, was call d Shammat ha, or Maran. atha. By 
this Sentence, the Stubborn and Rebellious Sinner be- 
ing judg'd uncapable of Amendment, was in a very ſo- 
lemn manner anathematiz d and given over (that 
may uſe the Expreſſion of the Apoſtle) to Satan, with. 
out any hopes of Relief in this Life ; for herein did 
this Sentence peculiarly differ from all the other De- 
grees of it, that whereas they did admit of a Repeal 
upon the Perſon's Repentance, this did admit of none; 
but the Offender thus excommunicated, was abſolute- 
ly conſign'd over to the juſt Judgments of God : nay, 
tome go farther, and think that they were, in the lite. 
ral Senſe of the Words, to be cut off from the Congre- 
gation of ſrael, in purſuance of that Law : None de- 
voted, which ſhall be devoted of Men, ſhall be redeemed; 
but fhall ſurely be put to Death, Tho ir ſeems clear to 
me, that this Law ſpeaks not of Men devoted by Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Cenſures, but of things devoted by Vow to 
God Almighty. 


Theſe 
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Theſe things being premiſed, which I thought ne- 


ceſſary for the better underſtanding of the Words; I 


proceed to conſider the various kinds of Troubles to 
which our Lord foretels, that his Diſciples would be 
expoſed for his ſake ; now theſe are of two ſorts. 

1. Our Saviour foretels, that they ſhould be Excom- 
municated. 

2, He likewiſe foretels , that they ſhould ſuffer Death 
for his Sake and the Goſpel. | 

1. Our Lord in theſe Words foretels, that his Diſci- 
ples ſbould be perſecuted in their Religious Capacity, by 


Excommunication and other Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures. They 


ſhall put you out of the Synagogues ; that is, they ſhall 
by Excommunication and other Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures, 
exclude you from Religious Fellowſhip and Commu- 


nion. Thus much the Word >mavewyGC6. uſed in my 
Text doth import; but to underſtand this Expreſ: 


ſion of our Saviour more clearly, we ought to conſi- 
der the Jewiſh Oeconomy in reſpect of their Religious 
Aſſemblies. | 

Beſides the Temple, to which all were obliged by 


che Moſaick Diſpenſation at ſome ſtated times to repair; 
there were in every Town and great Place, Synagogues 
anſwerable to our Modern Pariſh-Churches, to which 
the Neighbourhood were wont to repair Weekly, and 
wherein the Law was read, and other Publick Acts of 


Devotion perform'd, as we may fee in ſeveral places of 
the Ads of the Holy Apoſtles. Thus it is ſaid of Paul 


and his Companions, That they went into the Synagogue 4#s 3. 
at Antioch on the Sabbath day, and ſat down. And after 


the reading of the Law and the Prophets, the Rulers of the 


Synagogue ſent unto them, ſaying, Men and Brethren, if ye 


bave any word of Exhortation for the People, ſay on: And 
to this Cuſtom doth the Words of the Apoſtle after- 
wards refer, where he tells the Jews, That they that 


dwelt 
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dwelt - at Jeruſalem, and their Rulers, becauſe they knew | 
him not, nor het the Voices of the Prophets, which are that 
read every Sabbath day; they have fulfilled them in con. ther 
demning our Bleſſed Saviour. | 
Now as the Law and the Prophets were read, and 
other Publick Acts of Devoticn performed in the Sy. i 
nagogues ; ſo allo ſeveral Matters relating to the Jewi were 
| Oeconomy were determined, and alſo ſome Corporal Mthe ]. 
| Puniſhments inflicted for Offences of an Inferiour Na. Ma Pr: 
. ture in thoſe Places. This appears ſrom thoſe Words Follo 
f ol our Saviour, where fore-warning his Diſciples of the |: 
s the Perſecutions they were to expect; among other the 
things, he tells them of being Scourg'd in the Syna. of o 
Kar, 10. gogues: But beware of Men, for they will deliver you uy eur! 
*.17- to the Counſels, and they will Scourge you in their Syna. WF vcce 
cheap. 23. gogues: And again, Wherefore behold I ſend unto you Pro. 
«er. 34: phets, and Wiſe Men, and Scribes ; and ſome W them j: not ! 
ſhall Kill and Crucify, and ſome of them ſhall ye Scourge in 
your Synagogues, and Perſecute them from City to City. “ 
No as from hence it appears, that for ſome leſſer O- ear 
fences, Corporal Penalties were ſometimes inflicted in 
the Synagogues ; ſo if the Offender were not reclaimed ons! 
by theſe gentler Methods of Correction, then ( as is et © 
clear both from Scripture and the moſt certain accounts M, 
we have in Hiſtory of the Jewiſh Diſcipline) they were farthe 
by Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures to be caſt out of the Syna- Aut 
gogue, that is, ſuſpended from Church Commu- mt 
nion, and were to be eſteemed and dealt with as Pub- er! 
licans and Sinners, until upon their Repentance the Cen- 
ſure was taken off. Yet further, ifthe Offender continu- Nit: ar 
ed obſtinate, they ſometimes proceeded to ſeverer Me. 
thods, and did by a ſolemn Anathema conſign him over 
to the Juſtice of God to puniſh him by ſome remarka- Cenſi 
ble Stroak of his Providence, as being Proof againſt all NC 
the Methods of Recovery made uſe of by Men; ſo tha lair 
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by being put out of the Synagogue our Saviour means, 
that his Diſciples ſhould by Excommunication and o- 
S ther unjuſt Cenſures, be debarred the Religious AC 
ſemblies, and denied the Benefit of Church Commu- 


and nion. N 41 16 = | 

Sy- This was the Uncharitable Treatment the Diſciples 
vim were to meet with, in their Religious Capacity from 
oral the Jews ; neither are theſe Words of our Bleſſed Lord, 
Na. a Prediction only of the Sufferings of his immediate 
rds followers, but of thaſe alſo who were to ſucceed in 


Wthe laſt Ages of the World. The Modern Practices of 
the Romiſh Church, which are fo lively a Tranſcript 
Wof our Saviour's Words, do abundanily prove, that 


4 9 our Lord did therein look beyond thoſe of that, or the 
yna. ſucceeding Age, to the unjuſt Practices of another 
Pr. Communion; who, in this Reſpect, have equal'd, if 


Not ſurpaſſed the Uncharitable Temper of the Antient 
Jews. Doth our Saviour foretel, that his Followers 
Fhould be put out of the Jewiſh Synagogues ? What can 
e a more lively Repreſentation of the Modern Practices 
q pf the Romzſh Church 2 She excludes particular Per- 
med ons from any Communion with her, becauſe they dare 
Wot comply with thoſe Idolatrous Practices, which 
Wave no Foundation in the Bible: nay, ſhe proceeds 
Warther, and thunders out her Anathema's againſt whole 
Churches, who have an equal Right with her, to de- 
termine concerning their own Faith and Diſcipline 
over whom therefore ſhe cannot juſtly claim any man- 
ner of Authority, notwithſtanding all her Pretences to 
it: and that which is yet more Barbarous, ſhe teaches. 
her Members to believe, that without the Pale of their 
own Church, there is no Salvation to be had; that is, 
that all thoſe vaſt Numbers, whom by Eccleſiaſtical 


T all NCenſures the doth ſhut out of her Communion, are 
ertainly Damned. What is this but to conlign Men 
C over 
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ſuggeſt, endeavour to exterminate, and root out of the 3 


\ Union) between Uncharitable Cenſures, and Merciles 


look upon them unworthy of Religious Fellowſhip ant {Mad 
Communion, tliey are ſoon induced to think then gui 
Publick Nuiſances, and that therefore their DeſtruQio 

is, not only lawful but deſirable, and a piece of Service 


— 


over into the Hands of the Devil, as far as in her lies: 
But I proceed. | 
2. Our Saviour in theſe words foretels, that the Jews 
would proceed much higher againſt his Diſciples, whom they 
ſhould not only drive from their Sacred Aſſemblies ; but, bh 
all the Methods of Inhumanity which à Cruel Zeal could 


Earth; And the time cometh, that whoſoever killeth youu, 
will think that he doth God Service. That is, they will 
not only excommunicate you by Church Cenſures, but 
kill you alſo with the Temporal Sword. There is: 
very near Relation (I had almoſt ſaid an Inſeparable 


Actions: It is therefore no wonder, that our Saviour, 


who in theſe Words doth foretel the Exclufion of his 


Diſciples from their Synagogues, doth immediately 
ſubjoin a Prediction of the Jewiſh Inhumanity toward 
them, in a Civil Capacity alſo; for when Men have 
once entertain d ſo harſh an Opinion of others, as tl 


to Almighty God and the Souls of Men. Such an Un 
charitable Opinion had the Jews entertained: of the Fo. 
lowers of the Bleſſed Jeſus ; no wonder therefore tht 
their Actions were anſwerable. This has been th: 


Source of all thoſe Inhuman Perſecutions which have Mi 


been in all Ages rais'd againſt true. Chriſtians, who 
muſt have ſunk under the ihr of their Oppreſſions, 
had not this been their Conſolation, that they ſuffer-i 
ed for a Good Cauſe, and fared no worſe than the 


Captain of their Salvation, who was made perfect by 
Sufferings. 


— . 
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8 This Prediction of our Saviour, concerning the Cruel 
Treatment which his Diſciples were to look for, re- 
ews WY ceived its immediate Accompliſhment in that Inhuman 
age, which Stephen the Protomartyr met with from 
the Jews, and was more fully anſwered by thoſe Bar- 
ud BY barous Perſecutions raiſed among the Heathens againſt 
the the Diſciples of our Bleſſed Lord, but moſt compleatly 
you, $ fulfilled by the Modern Practices of the Romiſh Church, 
will BS which has exceeded in her Cruelty, both Jews and 
but BY Heathens, This Bloody Church not only expels from 
is: her Communion, thoſe who dare not comply with her 
able BY Corruptions, and ſo doth, in the abundance of her 
els BY Charity, as far as lies in her, confign Men over to 
our, FS Everlaſting Torments, but endeavours alſo to torment 
f hs BY them, if poſſible, before their time, by raiſing the 

teh moſt Inhuman Perſecutions againſt them, and not on- 
ard ly allowing, but exciting to the moſt Inhyman Actions, 


againſt thoſe who agree not in every thing with them: 
Wot this the Bloody Court of the Inquiſition; the Horrid 
NXaſſacres in France and other parts abroad; the San- 
guine Reign of Queen Mary; the Deſigned Invaſion of 
che Spaniards, in the Days of Queen Elizabeth ; the 

Wntended Treaſon: of this Day, in the time of King 
| N ames I. together with all thoſe private Murthers com- 

Wnitted ſince for the fake of the Catholic Cauſe, as they 


| the {trated by thoſe of that Communiom without being once 
have ¶diſowned or cenſured by that Church,) are ſuch con- 
who vincing Proofs, that without any breach: of Charity, it 
ſions, may be truly ſaid; that ſhe hath made her ſelf Drunk 
uffer- Nwith the Blood of the Saints. But, 
the 2. Next to the various Hardſhips his Diſciples were 
ct by to ſuffer, the Furious Zeal, with which our Bord ſore- 
ells, thatc his Diſciples ſhould be Perſecuted for their 
Thi MAdherence: to, him is; obſervable. This our Saviour. 
C 2 expreſſes 


that call it, (all which Horrid Impieties have been perpe- 
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expreſſes thus, whoſoever kills you, will think that he doi) 
God Service, The Words in the Original, are . 
emuTivas vugs , Ion Ape Deg pipes TW Ou, . 


and may be rendered thus, Whoſoever killeth you, wil © 

think that he offereth God Sacrifice; as tho the Blefſe( | Gy 

Lord ſhould have ſaid, they will not only do theft pr 

things, which I have already ſaid unto you, but ſuch ag 

will be their Blind and Furious Zeal, that they wil ch 

really think, that in thus haraſſing you about, they f it 

{ fer unto God an acceptable pieee of Service, a Sacriſœ th 

well-pleaſing in his ſight : they will eſteem it not mee. G1 

f ly lawful, but a Duty to kill you out of the way, «| en 

p unfit to live among Men. A Blind and Irregular Zea it 
{ hath a mighty Influence upon the Actions of Men, ani by 
f will put them upon perpetrating the moſt execrable Vi. ve 
: lanies, and yet blind their Judgments fo far, that ind o 
ing theſe very Actions, they. will think that they df gy 
; God Service. An Inſtance of fuch à Zeal as this wi pj 
5 have in the Holy Apoſtle St. Paul, before Conve. th 
| 48s 8.;, ſion: he was not only conſenting to the Death of the n m 
a Chap. 9. tomartyr Stephen, but did alſo breath out Threatnings a Pc 
ver. 1. Slaughter againſt the —_ of the Lord, and theſe thin it 
| he did (as he himſelf aſſures us) from-a fervent but mi. th 
guided Zeal, which fo far blinded his Underſtanding e M 

6 that heverily thought thoſe Methods acceptable to God. m. 


6 48; x6, verily thought (ſaith he) with my ſelf, that I ought to aff 
| 9,10,11. many things contrary to the Name of Jeſus of Nazareth 
which things I alſo did in Jeruſalem, and many of the Saint 

did I ſhut up in Priſon, having received Authority fromil6 

Chief. Prieſt; and when they were put to Death, I gau 

my Voice againſt them. And I puniſh'd them in every & 
nagogue, and compell'd them to Blaſpheme ; and being ex: 
ceedingly mad againſt them, I perſecuted them even unn 
ſtrange Cities. By this Inſtance of the Holy Apoſtle, be 

fore his Converſion, we may ſee to what Extravi 
gancie 


*. 7 <4: —— wat A a 


Fifth of November, 1704. = 


— 


n 


ancies a Miſguided Zeal may carry Well- meaning Per- 
fon, and how far tranſported with Rage and Madneſs 
againſt very Good Men, thoſe may be, who are other. 
wiſe mild and gentle in their Nature and Inclinations : 
Such a Cruel Zeal as this of the Jews againſt the firſt 
Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, has that of the Romiſp Church 
againſt Proteſtants been : a Zeal not proceeding from 
the Spirit of Truth and Love, but from a contrary Spi- 
rit, which perverts the Judgment, and puts Men upon 
the moſt Horrid Actions, under the Pretence of ſerving, 
God Almighty. This kind of Zeal it is, which influ-- 
ences the Church of Rome, to teach her Members. that 
it is not only lawful, but a Meritorious Work, (tho 
by the moſt Inhuman and Cruel Methods,,) to endea-. 
vour the rooting out that Holy Faith, which they in. 
Defiſion call the Northern Hereſie. It was ſuch a Bloo- 
dy Zeal as this, put thoſe who were concerned in that 
Black Conſpiracy, upon perpetrating the. Treaſon of. 
this Day, our Deliverance.from which we.are now Com- 
memorating. It was ſuch a Zeal as this, which put 
Pope Paul IV. upon recommending the Court of Inqui- 
ſition to the World, when he was juſt dying, when 
therefore other Thoughts ought to have employed his 
Mind. This is the Zeal of the Romiſb Church. ;. but O 
my Soul, enter not thou into their Secrets 
3. The laſt thing our Saviour takes Notice of in theſe. 

Words, is the Reaſon of their Cruelty and Zeal againſt 
his Followers. And theſe things will they do unto you, Je- 
cauſe they have nor known the Father nor me. Thus alſo 
in the preceeding Chapter, he tells them, that the Jews | 
would do all thoſs things (of which he had before ſpo- 
ken) againſt them for his Names ſake, becauſe they knew 
wigs not him that had ſent bim: In both theſe Places, our Sa. , 20. 
be viour makes their Ignorance the Ground of their Cru- 
avi elty and Miſguided Zeal They were 2 
neie With. 
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Concerning the former of theſe, there are i 
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with, the Nature of God , and the Divine Original 
and Excellent Spirit of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
therefore were induced to believe, that by ſuch a 
Treatment of thoſe, whom they eſteemed as unwor- 
thy to live, they ſhould recommend themſelves to 
his Favour and Acceptance ; whereas if they had 
been better acquainted with the Nature of God, or 
tae Original and Defign of the Chriſtian, Religion, 
they would have eafily ſeen that theſe things were 
agreeable, neither to the Will of God, nor the De- 
ſign of the Goſpel: Ignorance is therefore ſo far 
from being, as a certain Church 53 perliade the 
World, the Mother of True Devotiop, that it is ow- 
ing to that Ignorance, to which the Romiſh Church 


has given ſo great Countenance , that thoſe of her 
'Communion have been ſo great a Diſgrace to the 


Chriſtian Religion, by the Commiſſion of ſuch Acts 


of Inhumanity, of which the gentler Heathens would 


have. been aſhamed. But there 'are two Inſtances of 
Tgnorance, with which. our Saviour doth particularly 
charge the Jews. | 

1, He charges them with the Ignorance of God 
the Father. | 
=— * lkewif charges. them with the Ignorance 
of himſelf, the Meſtah of the World. 

1. He charges them with the Ignorance of God the 
Father. Theft things will they do unto you, becauſe they 
have not known the Father: He doth. not charge them 
with the Ignorance of his Being, but of his Nane 

el Cha- 
racters impreſs d upon all the parts of the Viſible Crea- 
tion, that Men can't eaſily, labour under any Miſtakes. 
about it; it is therefore about the latter that Men are 


frequently ſo miſtaken : with the Ignorance of which, 


therefore the Meſſah of the World charges the Jews in 
my 


K 
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my Text. They were unacquainted with the Nature 
of God; they did not conſider the Benignity of the Di- 
vine Nature to be ſuch, that no Methods of Cruelty 
could poſſibly be pleaſing to him. And indeed thoſe 
muſt be very ignorant of the Nature of God, who can 
once entertain a thought, that Severity upon the ac. 
count of Religion is agreeable to the Will of God. The 
Reaſon therefore why the Members of the Romiſþ 
Church have been ſo brutiſhly ſavage to thoſe, who 
differ from them, is becauſe ſhe doth not well inſtruct 
them in the Perfections of the Divine Being, and eſpe- 
cially thoſe of his Goodneſs and Mercy. But 

2. Our Lord doth further charge them with Igno- 
rance of himſelf, the Meſiah of the World, as they 
have not known the Father (faith he) fo neither have they 
known-me, This implies two "ns 

1. That they were ignorant o his Divine Miſſion: 


'Mr hey did not believe that he was ſent from God the Fa- 


ther upon ſo kind an Errand, as the Redemption of 
Mankind ; neither did they conſider thoſe things where- 
by they might have been convinced of it. They had 
entertained Notions concerning the Meſtah, very diffe- 


rent from what ſuited the manner of his Incarnation 
and Appearance: they therefore look d upon him as an 


Inpoſtor, and dealt with his: Followers, as thoſe who 3 27. 


eeduced the People from the true Worſhip of God. This 53. 


the Jews expreſsly charged St. Paul with, in that Tu- 


mult mentioned in the Ads. They look d upon them 


as ſo many Profligate Fellows, whoſe Buſineſs it was to c 
ſeduce the People, and therefore thought them not fit. 
to dwell among Men. This was the Ignorance of the | __ 
Jews concerning the Meſſiah ; and this their-Ignorance ;, 
was the Ground of their Cruel Zeal againſt the Apo- 
files: And to the ſame Cauſe may the Cruelty þ.. — 
omiſh. 


— 
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Romi ſb Church be aſcribed. They do not certainly be. 
lieve the Divine Miſſion of the Son of God into the 
World, notwithſtanding their Pretences to it; for if 
they certainly believed that he was ſent from God, and 
were fully inſtructed in the Deſign of his Incarnation, 
they could not live in ſuch a direct Contrariety to the 
Precepts of the Goſpel, which forbid every thing that 
is cruel or unjuſt. But this leads me to the next thing 
implied in their being ignorant of Jeſus Chriſt, which 
2. That they were unacquainted' with the Diſpoſition 
olf our Lord, and the excellent Nature of the Doctrine 

he taught. The Redeemer of Mankind came not to 
deſtroy, but ſave Mens Lives; and that he might act a- 
greeably to the great, Deſign of his Incarnation, he 

both went about doing good, and taught others alſo 

not to Butcher and Deſtroy, but to Love and mutually af- 

fiſt each other. His Divine Precepts breath nothing but 
Kindneſs and Charity to the Souls and Bodies of Men, 

and are altogether Strangers to Ruine and Slaughter. 

A vein of Charity diffuſes it ſelf through the inſpired 
Writings, and Love is that which our dear Redeemer 

has adopted as a new Command into the Body of the 
Evangelick Laws : Cruelty and a furious Zeal are there- 

fore Strangers to the Evapgelick Diſpenſation, which 
diſcountenances every thing that favours of, or has a 
Tendency to Uncharitableneſs or brutiſh Inhumanity : 
Luke9.54, Hence it is, that when the Diſciples James and John, 
55256 from a forward Zeal, asked Power to command Fire 
(like Elijah) to come down from Heaven and con- 
ſume the wicked Samaritans, who would not receive 
our Lord, that he refuſed their Requeſt, with this 
Reproof, Te know not what manner of Spirit you are 
of, For the Son of Man u not come to deſtroy mens 
Live. 
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Lives, but to ſave them, This is the mild Difpoſition 
of our Blefſed Saviour, whofe Goſpel is rhe Goſpel of 
peace, not only in reſpect of that Peace which it pro- 
claims, but alſo of that Peace and Love which it re- 
commends to the Sons of Men. But how contrary to 
She Temper of the Bleſſed Jeſus, how oppoſite to the 
Precepts of the Goſpel, are the Savage Practices of the 
hurch of Rome! who treats in ſuch an Inhuman man- 
er, all that differ from her? Ignorance is what that 
hurch has ſo great a Veneration for, that the would, 
If Men would be but Credufous enough to believe it, 


3 


te perſuade the World, that it is the Mother of Devotion; 
a. nd certainly there can be no greater Evidence of the 
he prevalency of a groſs Ignorance of the Goſpel, than 
ſo Fhoſe Practices which are ſo directly oppoſite unto it. 


8 Thus have I conſider'd the various parts of theſe 
Fords of our Bleſſed Saviour, and ſhewn how exact a 
Tranſcript of them the Church of Rome in her Principles 
Ind Practices is. But I proceed 


. In the next place to draw ſome few Inference 
rom what has been faid. And here | 
H. 1. We may infer, that it may ſometimes be the 
Wot of very good Men to ſuffer Perſecution from thoſe 
ho pretend to be the only true Church. It often hap- 
Pens, that the beſt Men ſuffer very grievous things 
rom thoſe who make the higheſt Pretences to be the 
Faly true Church of God. The Diſciples of our Bleſſed 
Tord were perſecuted by the Jews, not only by Eccle- 
laſtical Cenſures, but Corporal Penalties alſo. Atha- 
afius, that Great Champion of the Chriſtian Faith, was 
his time ſeverely perſecuted, in reſpect of both the 
nſtances mentioned in my Text, by the Arian Fa- 
tion, who pretended to be the true Church: And = 
D this 
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terrifie or afright us; we are dealt with no worle thu 


feared above all things. It is (as the Apoſtle expreſs 


— 


this laſt Age, the Church of Rome, u ho pretends tobe 
the Mother and Miſtreſs of all Churches, and there. WM cor 
fore condemns. all to; the, Manfions of Darkneſs, why 
are not in her Communion, has purſued. the ſame 
Methods towards the Proteſtants, which were auti. 
ently. practiſed by the Jews againſt the Diſciples «fi 
our Saviour. What Perſecutions have been raiſed i 
gainſt them in all Popiſh Countries? How many hay 
been deſtroyed by Bloody Maſſacres, without ſo much 
as any Shew cr Colour of Juſtice 2 How has ſhe an 
thematiz'd Proteſtants, and thunderd out her Ex 
communications againſt. whole Churches, over when; 
ſhe hath not the leaſt Authority? Theſe have been ti: 
Proceedings of that Church which pretends to be th 
only true and infallible one. But let not theſe thing | 


our Bleſſed Lord and his Diſciples were dealt with h 
the Jews: Let us not ſuffer upon the account of Us 
righteouſneſs, or any thing that is Evil, and then 9 
may rejoice and glory in all other Sufferings, having 
ſuch a Captain, ſuch a Cauſe. 1 

Ex communication indeed, when inflicted by a prope 
Authority, for juſt Reaſons, is a very dreadful thing iſ 
and next to the Judgment of Almighty God, is to b*if 


U 

. 
Ag 

1 


, 
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it) to give a Perſon unto Satan, and our Saviour has toll 
us, That whatſoever is bound on Earth, ſhall be bound as 
Heaven. Let Prophane and Impious Perſons think Pre 
they pleaſe, the Church's Weapons, tho they are na den 
Carnal but Spiritual, are as ſharp as a Two-edgoW con 
Sword, dividing, between the Marrow and the Bone. WW us! 
But yet the dreadfulneſs of Excommunication, when de tie: 
nounced by a proper Authority for juſt Reaſons, ougi i oft 


not to make any Proteſtant afraid of the unjuſt Avati-W its 
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S's of the Romiſh Church, who thunders out her Ex- 
communications upon very unrighteous Occaſions a- 
oainſt the Members of other Churches, without any 
manner of Authority over them. Now as God has 


not armed the Church with theſe Spiritual Weapons 
for the Deſtruction of any of his Servants, but for the 


= Edification of his Church; ſo we may depend upon it, 
that when they are levell'd againſt righteous Perſons, 
upon an unrighteovs Account, their ſharpneſs is dull'd, 
and „ N it ſelf is no more than a dead Let- 
ter. But 


2. From what has been diſcourſed, let us learn to be 
thankful for the Great and Mighty Deliverances 
wrought out for us, by the Providence of God, upon 
this remarkable Day : It is a Day which God hath di- 


= ſinguiſh'd from all others in our Exg/iſh Calendar, by 


a Twofold Dehverance of this Church and Nation, 
from the Miſchievous Deſigns of that Bloody Commu- 
nion, whoſe Cruel Principles and Practices are ſo ex- 
actly deſerib'd by our Saviour, in the Words we have 
been diſcourſing upon. This is the Day which the 
Lord hath made a Joyful Day io England, let us there- 
ſore rejoice therein. Upon this Day hath God done 
mighty things for us in the days of our Fathers, in diſ- 
covering that Horrid Treaſon, which gave the firſt oc- 
caſion to this Anniverſary Solemnity. It was a Deſigu 
as black and deep as Hell, which nothing could have 
prevented the Execution of, but that Mercitul Provi- 
dence, which ſo timely interpos'd and defeated the Ac- 
compliſhment of it: and that which ought to proveke 
us to thankfulneſs upon this Account, is this, That we, 
their Poſterity, ſtill continue to feel the Happy Effects 
of that Deliverance ;. for if that Fatal Treaſon had had 


its deſigned Effect, our King, our Princes, our Nobles 
D 2 and 
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and our Gentry, had been deſtroyed in a Moment; ang 
this miſerable Land, without Rulers] or Guides, had 
been left expoſed to the Inſults and Fury of her Enemies: 
. and that which is yet worſe, had the Treaſon of this 
| Day taken effect, the Smoak of that Blaſt would hays 


filled the Land with a Darkneſs, more dreadful than 
that of Egypt. But thanks be to God, the Snare wy 
1 broken, our Fathers they eſcaped, and we their Poſte. 
5 rity reap their Advantage of their Deliverance, in the 
In peaceable Poſſeſſion of our Religion and Liberties. 
1 But this is not the only Ground of our Rejoicing 
upon this Day. We have not only heard by the hear. 
ing of the Ear, of thoſe great things which God di 
for us in the days of our Fathers, but our Eyes haveal. 
ſo ſeen his Salvation. As it was vpon this Day, tha if 
by the diſcovery of the Powder-Plot, our Fathers wer 
þ delivered from the Bloody Deſigns of the Papiſts, foil 
q was upen this Day, that God did again defeat the De. 
i ſigus of thofe our Adverſaries, by the ſeaſonable Arti. 
val of his late Majeſty in theſe Kingdoms. Our Ene. 
mies were ſecure, and we were withont help, A S0. 
vereign deceived by the Artifices of that Church: A Po. 
piſh Succeſſor foiſted upon the Kingdom, under the 
pretence of a Natural and True Birth; the open Vie Wl char 
lation of Laws, and a powerful Army to Awe the Sub- nion 
je, filled our Adverſaries with mighty hopes of ac. Wor 
compliſhing their Deſigns ; hiles on the contrary, it WE con 
gave all that were Well-wiſhers to the Religion and Li- Wl by ge 
berties of their Country, a very diſmal Proſpect of the ¶ thro 
Expiration of the one and the other: We ſaw no way of W mor 
Eſcape, neither did we know whither to go for Shelter bi 
o Relief. Theſe were the deplorable Circumſtances WW exci 
we were in, when God in _— raiſed us up a Deli- WE [upp 
verer, and made a way for our Eſcape cut of the y_ Eng 
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of the Fowler, by the ſafe and happy Arr val of his late 
Majeſty, whoſe glorious Undertaking will ( notwith- 
ſanding all the attempts of Envious Men tg detract 
from his Fame) make his Memory valuable in England, 
as long as any True Proteſtant or Loyal Engliſh-man is 
to be tound amongſt us. He landed ſafe upon this Day 
among us, and God made all Oppoſition to fall before 
him, until he became our Ruler; and by his Indefati- 
oable Endeayours, ſo far effected the Work he under- 
took, as to leave us in the peaceable Poſſeſſion of our 
Religion and Liberties, bleſt with a Proteſtant Queen, 
and with the expectation of a Succeſſor of the ſame 
Faith, Theſe are invaluable Bleſſings, which under 
God, we owe to the Succeſs of his late Majeſty's Un. 
= dertaking; and therefore if, after the great things he 
hach done for us, any can ſo much as think meanly of 

his Memory, we may without any breach of Charity, 
WE pronounce that Man, notwithſtanding all his Pretences 
to the contrary, no Loyal Subject to her preſent Maje- 
ſty Queen ANNE, or True Son of our Holy Mother 
the Church of Exgland, as it is now by Law Eſta- 
bliſned. 

3. Has God by his Providence delivered us more 
than once out of the Hands of that Mercileſs Commu- 
nion, whoſe Practices are ſo perfect a Tranſcript of the 
Words of our Bleſſed Saviour in my Text, let us not act 
contrary to the Merciful Deſigns of Divine Providence, Cenpan. 
by giving our Enemies any freſh Advantage againſt us, —— 
thro our own Diviſions. It was the Advice of the fa. 35 
mous Jeſuit Campanella. Jam vero ad enervandos Anglos 
nihil tam conducit, quam Diſſenſio & Diſcordia inter illos 
excitata, perpetuoque nutrita, quod cito occaſiones meliores 
ſappeditabit. It is the moſt effectual way to weaken the 
Engliſh to excite and enccurage Strife and Diſſentions, 
which 
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which will quickly offer fairer Opportuxities againſt then. 
It has always been the great Deſign of the Papiſts, to 
foment Diviſions among us, as the only way to ruin the 
Proteſtant Religion ; let not any hearty Proteſtant 
therefore do their work by raiſing a Duſt about things 
owned by either fide, to be in their own Nature indiffe. 
rent. But let all that can once comply, do it always, 
remembring the Advice of the Apoſtle to the Corinthi. 
ans, that they ſhould not only ſpeak the ſame things, but 
be joined together in the ſame Mind, and in the ſame Jug. 
ment. This will render our Peace at home and Safety 
abroad, much more ſccure than now it is; for, what- 
ever ſome may think, neither the one nor the other can 
be of any long continuance, without Union. and Con. 
cord at home, which the God of Peace grant for his Son 
Feſus Chriſt his ſake. Amen. 
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